
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 24 February 2022] 

 p736a-736a 
Ms Libby Mettam; Amber-Jade Sanderson 

 [1] 

CORONAVIRUS — HOMELESSNESS — OUTBREAK PLAN 

101. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to comments by the Department of Communities executive director of emergency management, Stuart Cowie, 
in an article in The West Australian today that highlights that the state government is yet to trigger an emergency 
plan to accommodate rough sleepers in the event of a COVID outbreak because it will be activated only on a direction 
from WA Health. Why has the Department of Health failed to issue this direction, given we have now seen homeless 
people begin to test positive for COVID? 

Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
I want to be clear, because I think the member is, again, trying to peddle fear and anxiety in the community. We 
have had one rough sleeper test positive for COVID, sadly. 
A government member interjected. 
Ms A. SANDERSON: She was not sleeping rough. We have had one person in that community test positive. It 
is up to the Chief Health Officer to trigger that particular outbreak plan. He is the statutory officer. It does not 
come from the Department of Health; it comes from the Chief Health Officer. He and the public health team are 
working hand in hand with the Department of Communities to support that rough sleeping community through 
this difficult time. We have put together vaccination programs and clinics. We have funded a street doctor and 
a range of services to support those rough sleepers and those who do not have access to standard primary health 
care, to reach out and make sure we get them vaccinated. We even had a pop-up clinic at the Mission Australia 
Christmas lunch.  
We are seeing increased rates of vaccination in that community, but it is a challenging community to track. These 
people are very mobile, and housing status is not listed on people’s immunisation records. They are not listed as 
being a rough sleeper or homeless. It is not that easy to find people and track them, but we make our services available. 
It is not the case, as the member framed in her question, that we have seen a number of cases. That is wrong. It is 
wrong and she needs to stop peddling fear. We have seen one case who has been supported and managed through 
the hospital system. The trigger for the outbreak plan lies with the Chief Health Officer. 
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